
Commanding General Visits Montgomery County High School 

 

On Tuesday, 2 October, the Montgomery County High School (MCHS) Junior Reserve Officer 

training Corps (JROTC) had its first ever visit from the United States Army Cadet Command 

Commanding General.  Major General (MG) John Evans and Command Sergeant Major (CSM) 

Mario Teranus, conducted a visit at the high school level to see what we do. 

The US Army cadet commander usually spends his time visiting the 1600 senior programs 

(which includes affiliates) world-wide.  This is because the main focus of the US Army is to 

commission officers through those colleges and universities to fill the need of commissioning 

enough 2nd lieutenants in the Army.  West Point and the military academies cannot fill all of 

those requirements.  MG Evans recently assumed command and wanted to see what the junior 

level high school programs were about. 

MG Evans is stationed at Fort Knox, and is responsible for all 1,600 senior programs and all 

1700 plus junior programs throughout the world.  As one can see from those responsibilities 

and numbers, he stays very busy. We consider it an honor that he chose to visit our program. 

The MCHS cadet battalion commander, William Artrip (a senior), and the cadet battalion 

logistics officer (S4), Benjamin Little (a junior), where assigned as the escort officers.  They 

greeted both the CG and his CSM at the door and gave them a quick tour of the school.  They 

showed them our cafeteria (including our lunchroom ladies), obstacle course, media center, 

arena, and athletic fields.  Then it was off to the JROTC classroom where he met, Mr. Jim Porter 

and Mr. Charlie Sparks.  Mr. Sparks is the adjutant of our local American Legion Post 22.  He 

thanked both him and the Legion for their service and support of our JROTC program.  Mr. 

Porter, a retired administrator, teacher, and veteran works with our program to help students 

improve their math scores on the ASVAB and ACT.  Mr. Porter is very successful at this.  The CG 

recognized his efforts and presented Mr. Porter with his official challenge coin, which is an 

honor in itself, for all the hours that he spends helping students without any compensation.  

The cadets took the CG and CSM to the JROTC supply room.  Both the CG and CSM, who have 

seen hundreds of supply rooms, were impressed with the professional organization and 

cleanliness of the supply room.  The CSM even stated that it was better than many of the ones 

he saw on active duty!   

Then it was off to the classroom where our staff was waiting at attention.  This was the 

executive officers chance to shine.  Our new executive officer, cadet Major Jacob Buttry (a 

senior), is in charge of training the staff.  Cadet Artrip introduced the command team to our 

class, had everyone take their seats, and then they were off and running.  Each cadet, stood 

one at a time and introduced themselves to the general and told them their area of 

responsibility, tasks associated with their job, and what they wanted to do after high school.  

Once all the students finished, the floor was open to the MG, who spoke to us about his 



impressions of what he saw, and his responsibilities as our commander.  MG Evans was 

impressed by what he saw at our school and the professional polite manner in which we 

handled ourselves.  When he finished his compliments, he opened the floor for questions.  Our 

CG is not only an aviator, but commanded the special operations aviation command in 

Afghanistan and had received two “V” devices on his air medals.  The “V’ means for valor under 

extreme combat conditions!  Not to be outdone, the CSM shared with us information about 

family life in the military.   

When they finished, we had just enough time for some pictures, and presentations of two more 

coins, one to Cadet Artrip and one to Cadet Little.  What a great day and spectacular experience 

for our JROTC program. 


